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METHOD FOR HANDLING DEVICE TO
DEVICE COMMUNICATION AND RELATED
COMMUNICATION DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/746,127, filed on Dec. 27, 2012 and
entitled “Method and Apparatus for LTE UE to UE commu-
nication in a wireless communication system”, the contents of
which are incorporated herein in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method utilized in a
wireless communication and communication device thereof,
and more particularly, to a method for handling device to
device communication in a wireless communication system
and communication device thereof.

2. Description of the Prior Art

A long-term evolution (LTE) system supporting the 3GPP
Rel-8 standard and/or the 3GPP Rel-9 standard are developed
by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) as a suc-
cessor of a universal mobile telecommunication system
(UMTS) for further enhancing performance of the UMTS to
satisfy increasing needs of users. The LTE system includes a
new radio interface and a new radio network architecture that
provides high data rate, low latency, packet optimization, and
improved system capacity and coverage. In the LTE system,
a radio access network known as an evolved universal terres-
trial radio access network (E-UTRAN) includes multiple
evolved Node-Bs (eNEs) for communicating with multiple
user equipments (UEs), and communicating with a core net-
work including a mobility management entity (MME), a serv-
ing gateway, etc., for Non-Access Stratum (NAS) control.

An LTE-advanced (LTE-A) system, as its name implies, is
an evolution of the LTE system. The LTE-A system targets
faster switching between power states, improves perfor-
mance at the coverage edge of an eNB, and includes advanced
techniques, such as carrier aggregation (CA), coordinated
multipoint transmission/reception (CoMP), uplink (UL) mul-
tiple-input multiple-output (MIMO), etc. For a UE and an
eNB to communicate with each other in the LTE-A system,
the UE and the eNB must support standards developed for the
LTE-A system, such as the 3GPP Rel-10 standard or later
versions.

Please refer to FIG. 1, which is a schematic diagram of a
wireless communication system 10 according to the prior art.
The wireless communication system includes a network 100
and two UEs 102 and 104. The network 100 may include one
or more eNBs 1002 and 1004 which connect the UEs 102 and
104, respectively. Inan LTE or LTE-A system, when two UEs
communicate with each other, their data path (user plane)
goes via the network, even if the two UEs are in close prox-
imity. For example, when the UE 102 needs to transmit data
to the UE 104, the UE 102 sends data via the network 100 and
the UE 104 receives data via the network 100. In other words,
the network 100 receives data from the UE 102 and transmits
data to the UE 104. Such procedure is similar to forwarding
operation. The typical data path for this type of communica-
tion is shown in FIG. 1, where eNB(s) (e.g. eNBs 1002 and
1004) and/or gateways (e.g. serving gateway/packet data net-
work gateway (SGW/PGW) 1000) are involved. UEs which
perform this type of communication are said to be in a UE-to-
eNB (i.e. UE-to-network) communication mode. However,
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when the UE 102 and the UE 104 are in close proximity,
forwarding data through the network 100 is unnecessary,
which wastes the radio resource and causes signal overhead in
the network 100.

The specification of 3GPP Rel-11 defines that if UEs are in
proximity of each other, they may be able to use a direct data
path or a locally-routed data path to communicate with each
other. The UEs which perform this type of communication,
i.e. a Proximity-based Services (ProSe) communication or a
device to device communication, are said to be in a ProSe
communication mode or a UE-to-UE communication mode.
In the direct data path, the user plane data between the UEs is
not traversing any network node. Examples of the direct data
path and the locally-routed data path are shown in FIG. 2 and
FIG. 3, respectively.

In the prior art, a first UE and a second UE communicate
with each other directly via ProSe communication in data
path and/or control path. In the meantime, the first UE may
have a Radio Resource Control (RRC) connection with an
eNB. Nevertheless, it is unknown about how to transmit data
from the first UE to the second UE and the eNB.

Thus, how to handle the device to device communication
appropriately is a topic to be addressed and discussed in the
industry.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention therefore provides a method and
related communication device for handling device to device
communication so that the network and the UEs can properly
communicate with each other.

The present invention discloses a method of handling
device to device communication for a first user equipment
(UE) in a wireless communication system. The method
includes establishing a Radio Resource Control (RRC) con-
nection to a network of the wireless communication system;
and receiving a first RRC message indicating to the first UE to
use a first data radio bearer (DRB) for a proximity-based
services (ProSe) communication with a second UE of the
wireless communication system, wherein the first DRB is
different from a second DRB for communication between the
first UE and the network.

The present invention further discloses a method of han-
dling device to device communication for a network in a
wireless communication system. The method includes estab-
lishing an RRC connection to afirstuser equipment (UE); and
transmitting a first RRC message indicating to the first UE to
use a first data radio bearer (DRB) for a proximity-based
services (ProSe) communication with a second UE of the
wireless communication system, wherein the first DRB is
different from a second DRB for communication between the
first UE and the network.

These and other objectives of the present invention will no
doubt become obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art after
reading the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiment that is illustrated in the various figures and draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.11is a schematic diagram of a wireless communication
system according to an example of the prior art.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a wireless communication
system according to an example of the prior art.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a wireless communication
system according to an example of the prior art.
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FIG. 41is a schematic diagram of a wireless communication
system according to an example of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a wireless communication
system according to an example of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a communication device
according to an example of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a process according to an example
of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a process according to an example
of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram for transmissions in a wire-
less communication system according to an example of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Please refer to FIG. 4, which is a schematic diagram of a
wireless communication system 40 according to an example
of'the present invention. The wireless communication system
40 is briefly composed of a network 400 and user equipments
(UEs) 402 and 404. In FIG. 4, the network 400 and the UEs
402 and 404 are simply utilized for illustrating the structure of
the wireless communication system 40. Practically, the net-
work can be a universal terrestrial radio access network (UT-
RAN) comprising a plurality of Node-Bs (NBs) in a universal
mobile telecommunications system (UMTS). Alternatively,
the network can be an evolved UTRAN (E-UTRAN) com-
prising a plurality of evolved NBs (eNBs) and/or relays in a
long term evolution (LTE) system or a LTE-Advanced (LTE-
A) system.

Furthermore, the network can also include both the
UTRAN/E-UTRAN and a core network, wherein the core
network includes network entities such as Mobility Manage-
ment Entity (MME), Serving Gateway (S-GW), Packet Data
Network (PDN) Gateway (P-GW), Self-Organizing Net-
works (SON) server and/or Radio Network Controller
(RNC), etc. In other words, after the network receives infor-
mation transmitted by a UE, the information may be pro-
cessed only by the UTRAN/E-UTRAN and decisions corre-
sponding to the information are made at the UTRAN/E-
UTRAN. Alternatively, the UTRAN/E-UTRAN may
forward the information to the core network, and the deci-
sions corresponding to the information are made at the core
network after the core network processes the information.
Besides, the information can be processed by both the
UTRAN/E-UTRAN and the core network, and the decisions
are made after coordination and/or cooperation are performed
by the UTRAN/E-UTRAN and the core network.

The UEs can be portable communication devices for per-
forming speech and data communication through the network
such as the UMTS, the LTE system or the LTE-A system.
Besides, the network and one of the UEs can be seen as a
transmitter or a receiver according to transmission direction,
e.g., for an uplink (UL), the communication device is the
transmitter and the network is the receiver, and for a downlink
(DL), the network is the transmitter and the communication
device is the receiver.

Note that the base station (e.g. eNB) to which the UEs are
connected is not limited to only one base station. In the
example of FIG. 4, the UEs 402 and 404 connect with the
same eNB 4002 in the network 400. In another example such
as FIG. 5, the UEs 502 and 504 may connect with eNBs 5002
and 5004 in the networks 500 and 501 respectively.

Please refer to FIG. 6, which is a schematic diagram of a
communication device 60 according to an example of the
present invention. The communication device 60 can be the
network or one of the UEs shown in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, but is
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not limited herein. The communication device 60 may
include a processing means 600 such as a microprocessor or
Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC), a storage unit
610 and a communication interfacing unit 620. The storage
unit 610 may be any data storage device that can store a
program code 614, accessed and executed by the processing
means 600. Examples of the storage unit 610 include but are
not limited to read-only memory (ROM), flash memory, ran-
dom-access memory (RAM), CD-ROM/DVD-ROM, mag-
netic tape, hard disk and optical data storage device. The
communication interfacing unit 620 is preferably a trans-
ceiver and is used to transmit and receive signals (e.g., mes-
sages or packets) according to processing results of the pro-
cessing means 600.

Please refer to FIG. 7, which is a flowchart of a process 70
according to an example of the present invention. The process
70 is utilized for a first UE to handle direct communications,
such as device-to-device communications or ProSe commu-
nications of direct data path type (which is called ProSe
communication in short), in the wireless communication sys-
tem 40 or 50. The process 70 may be performed by the
communication device 60 and may be compiled into the
program code 614 to instruct the processing means 600 to
execute the following steps:

Step 700: Start.

Step 702: Establish a Radio Resource Control (RRC) con-
nection to a network of the wireless communication system.

Step 704: Receive a first RRC message indicating to the
first UE to use a first data radio bearer (DRB) for a proximity-
based services (ProSe) communication with a second UE of
the wireless communication system, wherein the first DRB is
different from a second DRB for communication between the
first UE and the network.

Step 706: End.

According to the process 70, the first UE (e.g. UE 402)
establishes an RRC connection to a network (e.g. eNB 4002)
and receives the first RRC message from the network which
indicates that the first DRB is used for the ProSe communi-
cation. The first RRC message may further indicate to the first
UE to use the second DRB for communication between the
first UE and the network (i.e. UE-to-network communication
or UE-to-eNB communication). Alternatively, the first UE
may receive another RRC message (i.e. a second RRC mes-
sage) indicating to the first UE to use the second DRB for
communication between the first UE and the network. As a
result, the first UE uses different DRBs for the ProSe com-
munication and communication between the first UE and the
network. In such a situation, the first UE may use the first
DRB and the second DRB for different applications (e.g. for
voice package transmission or data package transmission)
and may prioritize between the first DRB and the second DRB
for transmission and data processing.

Furthermore, the first UE may transmit a first buffer status
and a second buffer status to the network, wherein the first
buffer status indicates the status of uplink buffers of the first
UE used for the first DRB, and the second buffer status
indicates the status of uplink buffers of the first UE used for
the second DRB. Accordingly, the network schedules first
uplink grants of the ProSe communication according to the
first buffer status and second uplink grants of the UE-to-
network communication according to the second buffer status
for the first UE. Thus, the first UE may transmit data of the
first DRB by using the first uplink grants for the ProSe com-
munication with the second UE, and transmit data of the
second DRB by using the second uplink grants for commu-
nication with the network. Note that, it is independent that
whatever the first UE is acted as a receiver or a transmitter in
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the ProSe communication and in the communication with the
network. In another example, the first UE may be as a trans-
mitter using first uplink grants for ProSe communication, and
may also be a receiver using downlink assignments for com-
munication with the network.

In other words, the first buffer status excludes buffer status
of data of the second DRB and the second buffer status
excludes buffer status of data of the first DRB. Therefore the
eNB does not schedule uplink grants more than data volume
from the second DRB for transmission in the UE-to-Network
communication due to an incorrect buffer status containing
sum of data of both the first DRB and second DRB. Similarly
the eNB does not schedule uplink grants more than data
volume from the first DRB for transmission in the ProSe
communication due to an incorrect buffer status report con-
taining buffer status which is sum of data of both the first DRB
and second DRB. Besides, data of the first DRB and data of
the second DRB are never multiplexed in a transport block.

The first UE may not need to transmit the first buffer status
if the eNB does not dynamically schedule the first uplink
grants according to buffer status for the ProSe communica-
tion. For example, the eNB statically schedules the first
uplink grants in some subframes (e.g. two subframes of every
radio frame) for the ProSe communication. Note that, the
example of the present invention requires the first UE using
different DRBs for the ProSe communication with the second
UE and the communication with the network. The process 70
is an example of the present invention. Those skilled in the art
should readily make combinations, modifications and/or
alterations on the abovementioned description and examples.
For example, the first buffer status may be sent by an existent
buffer status report (BSR) control element format with an
existent logic channel ID (LCID) value (i.e. the same value as
that for communication with the network) or a new LCID
value (i.e. a different value from that for communication with
the network), or by a new BSR control element format (i.e. a
different BSR control element format from that for commu-
nication with the network) with a new LCID value.

In addition, the first uplink grants and the second uplink
grants may be transmitted/received in a different manner. The
first uplink grants for the ProSe communication may be trans-
mitted on a control channel (e.g. Physical Downlink Control
Channel, PDCCH or enhanced PDCCH, EPDCCH) where
the second uplink grants are also transmitted, but in different
formats. That is, the first UE may receive the first uplink
grants in a different format for the ProSe communication than
the format of the second uplink grants for communication
between the first UE and the network, so as to distinguish
from the first uplink grants and the second uplink grants. In
another example, the first UE may receive the first uplink
grants for the ProSe communication from a control channel
(e.g. EPDCCH) different from a control channel used for
communication between the first UE and the network (e.g.
PDCCH). Furthermore, the first uplink grants for the ProSe
communication may be transmitted on a new control channel
other than PDCCH and EPDCCH, on a frequency carrier
different from a frequency carrier where the second uplink
grants are transmitted.

Alternatively, the first uplink grants and the second uplink
grants may not be in the same subframe. In other words, the
ProSe communication is exclusive from the communication
with the network. Such configuration would simplify the UE
and network implementation.

Please refer to FIG. 8, which is a flowchart of a process 80
according to an example of the present invention. The process
80 is utilized for a network, corresponding to the process 70,
to handle direct communications for UEs, such as device-to-

20

30

40

45

55

6

device communications or ProSe communications of direct
data path type (which is called ProSe communication in
short) in the wireless communication system 40 or 50. The
process 80 is implemented by the communication device 60
and may be compiled into the program code 614 to instruct
the processing means 600 to execute the following steps:

Step 800: Start.

Step 802: Establish a Radio Resource Control (RRC) con-
nection to a first UE of the wireless communication system.

Step 804: Transmit a first RRC message indicating to the
first UE to use a first data radio bearer (DRB) for a proximity-
based services (ProSe) communication with a second UE of
the wireless communication system, wherein the first DRB is
different from a second DRB for communication between the
first UE and the network.

Step 806: End.

The process 80 includes corresponding actions of the pro-
cess 70 for the network, which can be understood by those
skilled from the above mentioned process 70. Those skilled
can refer to the descriptions and alterations regarding the
process 70. In addition, the network may also indicate to the
second UE to use the first DRB for the ProSe communication
with the first UE and use a third DRB for communication
between the second UE and the network. That is, the third
DRB is indicated to the second UE for communication
between the second UE and the network. In such a condition,
the network may schedule the second UE to receive data of
the first DRB by first downlink assignments for the ProSe
communication and receive data of the third DRB by second
downlink assignments for communication between the sec-
ond UE and the network. Similarly, it is independent that
whatever the second UE is acted as a receiver or a transmitter
in the ProSe communication and in the communication with
the network. In another example, the second UE may be as a
receiver using first downlink assignments for ProSe commu-
nication, and may also be a transmitter using uplink grants for
communication with the network.

An example of DRBs transmission among the first UE, the
second UE and the network is illustrated in FIG. 9. As can be
seen from FIG. 9, for UE 1, transport blocks assigned by
uplink grants for the first DRB for the ProSe communication
and transport blocks assigned by uplink grants for the second
DRB for communication with the network are separately
scheduled. And for UE 2, transport blocks assigned by down-
link assignments for the first DRB and for the third DRB may
be scheduled in a similar manner, and thus detailed descrip-
tions are omitted herein.

Furthermore, the first downlink assignments for the ProSe
communication may be transmitted in a different format than
the format of the second downlink assignments used for com-
munication between the first UE and the network. In detail,
the first downlink assignments for ProSe communication are
transmitted on a control channel (e.g. PDCCH or EPDCCH)
where the second downlink assignments are also transmitted,
and in this case, a different PDCCH format may be used for
the first downlink assignments for the ProSe communication
to distinguish from the PDCCH format used for communica-
tion with the network.

In another example, the first downlink assignments for the
ProSe communication may be transmitted on a control chan-
nel (e.g. EPDCCH) different from a control channel (PD-
CCH) where the second downlink assignments are also trans-
mitted. The first downlink assignments for the ProSe
communication may be transmitted on a new control channel
other than PDCCH and EPDCCH, on a frequency carrier
different from a frequency carrier where the second downlink
assignments are also transmitted.
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Alternatively, the first downlink assignments and the sec-
ond downlink assignments may not be in the same subframe.
In other words, the ProSe communication is exclusive from
the communication with the eNB. Such configuration would
simplify the UE and network implementation.
To sum up, the present invention provides a method for
handling device to device communication and communica-
tion with the network properly. Compared to the prior art
where DRBs are dedicated for communication between the
first UE and the network once they are set up, the present
invention uses DRBs for different purposes, and the first UE
is configured by the network to use the first DRB for the ProSe
communication and the second DRB for communication with
the network.
Those skilled in the art will readily observe that numerous
modifications and alterations of the device and method may
be made while retaining the teachings of the invention.
Accordingly, the above disclosure should be construed as
limited only by the metes and bounds of the appended claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A method of handling device to device communication
for a first user equipment (UE) in a wireless communication
system, the method comprising:
establishing a Radio Resource Control (RRC) connection
to a network of the wireless communication system;

receiving a first RRC message indicating to the first UE to
use a first data radio bearer (DRB) for a proximity-based
services (ProSe) communication with a second UE of
the wireless communication system, wherein the first
DRB is different from a second DRB for communication
between the first UE and the network;
transmitting a first buffer status and a second buffer status
to the network, wherein the first buffer status indicates a
status of an uplink buffer of the first UE used for the first
DRB, and the second buffer status indicates a status of an
uplink buffer of the first UE used for the second DRB;

receiving, from the network, a first uplink grants for the
ProSe communication and second uplink grants for
communication between the first UE and the network;
and

transmitting data of the first DRB by using the first uplink

grants and transmitting data of the second DRB by using
the second uplink grants;

wherein the first uplink grants and the second uplink grants

are not in the same subframe.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a second RRC message indicating to the first UE

to use the second DRB for communication between the
first UE and the network.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first uplink grants for
the ProSe communication are received in a control channel
different from where the second uplink grants are received.

4. A method of handling device to device communication
for a network in a wireless communication system, the
method comprising:

establishing an Radio Resource Control (RRC) connection

to a first user equipment (UE);
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transmitting a first RRC message indicating to the first UE
to use a first data radio bearer (DRB) for a proximity-
based services (ProSe) communication with a second
UE of the wireless communication system, wherein the
first DRB is different from a second DRB for commu-
nication between the first UE and the network;

receiving a first buffer status and a second buffer status
from the first UE, wherein the first buffer status indicates
a status of an uplink buffer of the first UE used for the
first DRB, and the second buffer status indicates a status
of an uplink buffer of the first UE used for the second
DRB; and

scheduling first uplink grants of the ProSe communication
with the second UE and second uplink grants of com-
munication between the first UE and the network for the
first UE;

wherein the first uplink grants and the second uplink grants
are not in the same subframe.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

transmitting a second RRC message indicating to the first
UE to use the second DRB for communication between
the first UE and the network.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the first uplink grants for
the ProSe communication are in a format different from a
format used for the second uplink grants used for communi-
cation between the first UE and the network.

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the first uplink grants for
the ProSe communication are transmitted via a control chan-
nel different from that used for communication between the
first UE and the network.

8. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

scheduling the second UE to receive data of the first DRB
by first downlink assignments for the ProSe communi-
cation and receive data of a third DRB by second down-
link assignments for communication between the sec-
ond UE and the network;

wherein the third DRB is indicated to the second UE for
communication between the second UE and the net-
work.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the first downlink
assignments for the ProSe communication are in a format
different from a format used for the second downlink assign-
ments for communication between the first UE and the net-
work.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the first downlink
assignments for the ProSe communication are transmitted via
a control channel different from that used for communication
between the first UE and the network.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein the first downlink
assignments and the second downlink assignments are not in
the same subframe.



